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THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON 


Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald was t 


As Mr. Button walked quickly through the streets of 
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timore, he remember: d 

spital the night before. He heped that there was a 
А him there now, Не wanted the 
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baby to be a boy, so that he € 
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you could 
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S voice 
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tep after step, all the way down the s 1 
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e stood up stra nd Ic 
( eth 1,” she said cna 
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ould hear the cries of babies 
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nto the room, Mr. E 
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“Oh, I don't k 
think that 11 
old man!” 


Button said in a low voice ET 


e na 1 1 
name Methuselah. He was a very 


Of cours boc 
urse, nobody called the ol 


and he quickly became known dman Methuselah, 


as Benjamin — 


Button looked at him sadly. 
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When his son was ready, Mr 
The old man was wearing 
socks, and a big orange shirt. Ove 
the old man’s long white beard. H 


r the top of the shirt was 
e did not look good. 


Mr. Button found a pair of long hospital scissors, and cut * Ibo 

at the beard. Big handfuls of hair fell to the floor, and MF 5 y clothes. But nothi 
Button started to feel a little better. He looked again a, 

| his son, and was pleased that the beard was gone. He 
held out his hand to the old man and said, "Come along: 


The old man took his hand. “What is my name, Dad! 
Do you know yet?” he asked. 


son. The nurse 


Man and quickly ran away. 
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One day, Mr. B н 
in and told hi 


with it. But! 
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Mr. and Mrs. Button with their new 
baby in the street, they didr ow what to say. Some 
people said that he looked like his grandfather, and 
this made Mr. 1 Button very unhappy, 

and Benjamin's father very angry! 


But after some time, Benjamin and his 
grandfather became good friends. They 
enjoyed sitting together and talking 
about sports and the weather. 
Benjamin's grandfather gave 
him cigars, and Benjamin 
found him easier to talk 

than his mother and 
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weeks after his 
twelfth birthday, 
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in the mirror and 
saw a younger face 
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He couldn't believe 


his eyes. His hair was 
=. now gray, not white, and 
= his face looked healthier 
and younger than before. 
He went straight to his 
father and said, “Pather, I 
am big now, and I want to 
wear long pants.” 
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at the age of twelve, 
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amin, it was an honor to fight tor his country 
soldier, but one day 


he told him that 
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dn't want à 
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“Well,” he said in a so 
look younger than ever” 


Hildegarde 100 


think that you are 5 
is funny?” she said loudly. 


“No, Hildegarde.. 
didn't let him speak. 


cooked jn the mirror 

He found a photo 

er, and looked at 

w. He looked good 

me outside in the 
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worried voice, 


e a match. But 


stairs, Hildegarde 


s something wrong with 
[am strange” 


Hildegarde sat dow 
11 looked angry, and 


ft voice. “Everybod 
want to be like all 
the other people in 
rre You want to 
Кошок, 
: ! Well, I don't lik 
and] want you to ee 


angry eyes. “D 
> Or do you th 


ked at him with 
pecial, then 


"Benjamin began, but Hil 


w everyone? TO , 
ords, Hildegarde 


“Do you think that it is good to sho 
them all how special you are? Just 5 


“But can't, Hildegarde! There is nothing I 
can't stop it!" Benjamin replied. 
Hildegarde stood up from the table. "Oh, ye$ 


ly out of 
the room and 
or loudly behind fem 
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time alone. Hé 


was no longer fric 
with the business: 

of Baltimore, and the 
beautiful young ladies 
around the town didn't kn 
him. He felt unhappy living wit! 
Roscoe, and thought about goin 


back to school 


“I want to go to school," he to d Roscoe 
one day. 


“Well go then!” Roscoe said in reply, because he 


Benjamin walke 
looked at his cle 


9d slowly 


ғап гасе 


found the whole thing very difficult and ups 


tting 


“But I need you to take me,” Benjamin said to 
his son 


At these words, Roscoe's face became red, and he 
looked at Benjamin with wide eyes. “This isn't funny 
anymore. It must stop! And when people come to the 
house, I want you to call me Uncle, not Roscoe 
hear me? Uncle!” 


Ro Coe ti 1 ' 
Roscoe turned and walked angrily out of the room 


Benjamin said nothing, but looked at the door with 
sad eye: 
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pened a s Ory book for 


К But he wasn’t thin) : v) dst 
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Sixteen , à Soldier again. but 
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even made hir 'Oo& that old His ty 
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"Mt q vin е Was a knock at the 

Fist ‘Stain front door. | 


nding ge and when he opened the 
Aere with a letter for } a 
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They want = 
to go pack to the army, and 
in. What an 


he wanted! 
Benjamin jumped up quickly а 
the door. He needed a general's U 
so he went straight into Baltimore to a 
clothes store. 

o make 8 soldier's 1 
the men 


and ran to 
nifor 


“I need you € 
me,” he told one of 
“For a general.” 


“You want t 


boy?" the man 
Benjamin 
at the man with fire in his eyes. 
“Don't you worry about what I 
My name's Button 
e on Mount Vernon Place, so 


ae А 
wait to go back to the army. Th 
É ST 

siie needed some time to m 
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, SO Ben 


ith fire 
He wanted 


the voice of 


the soldier asked him. 


At this, Benjamin quic 
in his eyes and sh 
to frighten the ma pe ا‎ 
a boy, so it was high, and not very loud. 
Just then, a soldier came along on a horse. He looked 
down at Benjamin and said in a soft voice, “Whose 


little boy are you?” 


"Lam not a little boy!” Benjamin shouted. “Get down off 
that horse and I can show you!” 


whe 
fro 

ome W 
moved 
angry, bu 


but s 
- not even Ben 


Five years went past, and now Roscoe's little boy and 
Benjamin enjoyed playing together. The same nurse 
looked after them at home, and they both 
went to the same kindergarten. Benjamin 
enjoyed the games that they played 
there, and he really liked his 
teacher, Miss Bailey. 


After a year, Roscoe's 
son moved up to school 
but Benjamin stayed at 
kindergarten. He was v 
playing with the other « 
sometimes, when hi 
Of getting older and st 
look came into Benja 
thenged, and he wen 


namin went back to th 
at, but he was Now too 1 
and the other chi 
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Roscoe found a baby-nurse to come to the house to 
after Benjamin. Her name was Nana, and Benjamin 
loved her very much. On bright warm days, Nana tone 
Benjamin to the park and they played happy games. · 


One day, Nana took Benjamin to a different park 
There were a lot of animals there, and Benjamin 
looked at them and laughed. There was a big gray 
animal and Nana looked at it and said, “elephant” 


Benjamin said the word after her, “elyphant,” and then 
at bedtime that night he said to Nana again and again 
“elyphant, elyphant, elyphant.” Nana smiled at him 
softly, then gave him some soft food on a spoon and 
put him to bed 


look 


h 
a a man who cam 
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And then there was only his bed, and Nana. He 
ar s - He 

cried when he wanted food, and was all. 
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Through the days and nights there were soft 

noises, light and dark, and sometimes 

pois g nes 

sweet smells, but nothing more 


Then it was all dark. His w 
the face of Nana and the soft 
noises were all gone 


bed, 
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4 Look at the picture and answer the 


tm question. 
а niamin had 
к= Why де you think that Mr. Button 2 E. off 
E treated his son like a child, bought P " 
= him small-boy clothes to wear and 2. You have 
= toys to play with? d. 
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ес 4 Complete the sentences with a word from the box. | was neo! 
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= age angry bright carriage dance entrance Y, 
= / Брка, Hildegarde three twenty wonderful younger / & Benjamin looked more like h. 
his father now 
1. When Benjamin was eighteen he looked _younger a 
when he was twelve. Read Chapter 4. 
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Baht /Giddmonths é 7 
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Ws ы ee Maryland. 
7. One evening, Benjamin and his father went toa —— 
at the Shevlins' house, 


8. Benjamin fell in love with a git called — ~ Moncrief 
9. Hildegarde had ——— blue eyes. 
10. Hildegarde thought that fifty was a —— ~ age 


11. Benjamin and Hildegarde danced together... times 


Hildegarde agreed to go for a ride in a 
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А Answer the ques " 
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3, Was Be у k ke а man c th 
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12. He went to the park with | 


13, He remembe 
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Answer the questions. 


1. Why did Roscoe go to Car 
Because nobody ed В 
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Bed Tel mary of The 

lel hem what hapoe, 
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army o lag 


carriage O уе” that is pulled by ^c 5 | 
scissor? 


cigar a 
shave 
" 5 
confused по! able + 5 
х social 
department o par! ] store - 
engagement the time w x socks : 
soldier a perso 
enjoy like doing something 
status р s 


expect think that something is goin 
strange nor usua 
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frightened afraid because some! 


successful getting what y 


general an importan! person in an army 


terrible very bad 


gentleman a man from a good family 
together with or near someo 


honor something that you are proud of 


toy something that ct 


horse an animal with four legs; you can ride it 


kindergarten a school for very young children treat behave to | 
) owards somebod 
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lady a woman from a good family 


can see their faces or bodies in this 
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mystery something that is difficult to understand 


